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PHILLY’S NEW ARCHBISHOP 


‘Yes, | Have Hope’ 


Nelson J. Pérez combines ceremony with informality, 
asking the archdiocese’s Catholics to work with him. 


Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez reaches out to shake the hand of a well-wisher at the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul after the 


Mass of Installation. He was appointed last month by Pope Francis. 


By Jeremy Roebuck, 
Ellie Rushing, 
and Justine McDaniel 
STAFF WRITERS 
ccompanied by solemn 
prayers, hymns in Span- 
ish and English, and a 
whooping, uproarious 
crowd, Archbishop Nel- 
son J. Pérez was installed Tues- 
day at the helm of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Philadel- 
phia, telling the region’s 1.3 mil- 
lion Catholics that he can’t do his 
job alone. 

“Its time to come back to the 
church,” the 58-year-old prelate 
said, addressing for the first time 
in his new role a church that has 
been buffeted by parish mergers, 
financial difficulties, and sex 
abuse investigations in recent 
years. 

Despite the challenges that lie 
ahead, the archbishop told the 
thousands packed into the Cathe- 
dral Basilica of SS. Peter and 

See ARCHBISHOP on A7 


for a step right in front of pews. 


MICHAEL BRYANT / Staff Photographer 


A We are really happy. He understands what it is like 
to be an immigrant. He represents all of our countries. 


Rosarío Lopez, 28, whose family knew Pérez as their priest in Lawncrest; 


they moved from El Salvador 18 years ago 


TIM TAI / Staff Photographer 


When it came time for Pérez to deliver his homily, he eschewed the pulpit 
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Boy Scouts 
file for 
Chapter 11 
bankruptcy 
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By Jonathan Tamari 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 
Why is everyone else having 
all the fun? 
As Democrats try to choose 
a candidate to challenge Presi- 


Breen dent Donald Trump, Iowa, 
New Hampshire, Nevada, and 
returns as South Carolina are, as always, 


setting the pace. 

But if you wanted a good 
measuring stick for a presiden- 
tial campaign, Pennsylvania 
has a lot to offer. It has two 
big, diverse cities, populous 


CEO in 
DuPont 
shake-up 


2020 E 


suburbs, and vast rural areas. 
Its part Acela corridor, part 
Rust Belt. And it’s politically 
balanced, with Democrats and 
Republicans both regularly 
winning statewide office. 

So why shouldn’t a state that 
encompasses so much have a 
bigger say in the presidential 
nominating process? Especially 
since winning the White House 


Pennsylvania seems pertect 
for an early primary — but wait 


will depend heavily on who car- 
ries Pennsylvania in the general 
election. 

“I wish we could move our 
primary up,” said Bob Brady, 
chairman of Philadelphia’s 
Democratic Party. “I want to 
be viable, I want to be needed. 
We're not needed.” 

The state’s population is a bit 
older than the United States as a 
whole (18% of its residents are 
over 65, vs. 16% nationally), whit- 
er (82% vs. 76.5%) and much 
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‘HE HAS HIS LIMITS’ 


Officials: 
Barr is 
mulling 
an exit 


Attorney general is frustrated 
by Trump’s tweets, they say. 


By Matt Zapotosky, 
Josh Dawsey, John Wagner, 
and Rachel Weiner 
WASHINGTON POST 

Attorney General William Barr has 
told people close to President Trump 
— both inside and outside the White 
House — that he is considering quit- 
ting over Trump’s tweets about Jus- 
tice Department investigations, three 
administration officials said, foreshad- 
owing a possible confrontation be- 
tween the president and his attorney 
general over the independence of the 
Justice Department. 

So far, Trump has defied Barr’s re- 
quests, both public and private, to 
keep quiet on matters of federal law 
enforcement. It was not immediately 
clear Tuesday whether Barr had made 
his posture known directly to Trump. 
The administration officials said Barr 
seemed to be sharing his position 
with advisers in hopes the president 
would get the message that he should 
stop weighing in publicly on the Jus- 
tice Department’s ongoing criminal in- 
vestigations. 

“He has his limits,” said one person 
familiar with Barr’s thinking, speak- 
ing on the condition of anonymity, like 
others, to discuss internal delibera- 
tions. 

Late last week, Barr publicly 
warned the president in a remarkable 
interview with ABC News that his 
tweets about Justice Department cas- 

See BARR on A2 


PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS 


Trump 
flexes his 
clemency 
powers 


Beneficiaries included an 
ex-governor, a junk-bond king, 
and a New York police leader. 


By Anne Gearan, 
Josh Dawsey, Beth Reinhard, 
and Colby Itkowitz 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump used his sweeping pardon pow- 
ers Tuesday to grant clemency and 
pardons to a list of boldface names, 
including disgraced politician Rod 
Blagojevich, convicted junk-bond king 
Michael Milken, and former New York 
Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik. 

Trump pardoned or commuted the 
sentences of seven convicted white- 
collar criminals at the center of feder- 
al anticorruption and tax-fraud cases 
spanning decades, along with four 
women whose cases were not as wide- 
ly known. 

The commutation frees Blagojevich, 
the former Democratic governor of Il- 
linois, from the federal correctional 
facility in Colorado, where he was 
serving his 14-year sentence. He was 
convicted on corruption charges in 
2011 for trying to sell then-President- 
elect Barack Obama’s vacated Senate 
seat. 

“He'll be able to go back home with 
his family after serving eight years in 
jail,” Trump told reporters. “That was 
a tremendously powerful, ridiculous 
sentence in my opinion and in the 

See PARDONS on A3 


